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All-day standoff against ICE in Vermont
Anti-ICE protesters faced off against Trump’s goons in South Burlington, Vermont on Tuesday, March 10 in an all-day standoff. The confrontation took place outside a house where ICE officers said a man they were chasing had taken refuge. Pretending to be obedient to constitutional law, the agents said they would not attempt to enter the house without a judicial warrant. It took them all day to get a judge to sign off on their warrant, and in the meantime a crowd of hundreds gathered outside the house trying to block the agents from entering. But when agents finally arrived with a warrant, they also arrived with state and local police to protect them. The police were able to push back the crowd and allow the agents to escape with their prey, but not until after the crowd had held back the agents for 12 hours. 
The ICE raid began early in the morning, when agents thought they spotted an illegal immigrant named Deyvi Daniel Corona-Sanchez driving a car. Apparently Corona-Sanchez is regarded as one of the “worst of the worst”, since he has been cited for driving under the influence. Hot after this dangerous criminal, the ICE agents gave chase down a busy road, past schools and hospitals, until the fugitive’s car crashed. At that point the driver jumped out, and, according to the agents, took refuge in the house. Agents surrounded and laid siege to the house. Soon after, some neighborhood activists arrived and began protesting against the ICE agents, filming them and alerting a local organization, Migrant Justice, which put out the word. Other activists began arriving by 8:30 AM and took up protest activity, blowing whistles and haranguing the agents. Roads around the house were blocked as the crowd grew. 
When ICE agents finally obtained a judicial warrant to enter the house, state and local police formed battle lines around the agents to protect them. Protesters who tried to push past the police lines were manhandled, thrown to the ground, and a few were arrested. Police came from South Burlington and other cities as well as the state police, and other state agencies were tapped as well, including traffic-citation writers from the Dept. of Motor Vehicles and game wardens from the state Fish and Wildlife Dept. The state police issued a statement later saying they weren’t there to enforce immigration law, only to keep the peace, but activists who were manhandled by them would hardly agree. One woman was sprayed in the face with pepper spray by a state policeman and a few others were forcefully arrested. At the scene, protesters called on police to quit their jobs and called them “Nazis.”
About 7:00 PM, ICE agents finally reached the front door of the house and broke it down. Inside they found three residents, all of them immigrants, but no trace of Mr. Corona-Sanchez. Undeterred, the ICE agents promptly arrested the three residents, although two of them are here completely legally and are awaiting a decision on their application for amnesty. The fact that they are not named in the warrant used by ICE was, apparently, no problem for the agents. 
But now came the really hard part – forcing their way back through the crowd, getting into vehicles and driving away. At this point the ICE agents deployed their arsenal of tear gas, pepper spray and flash-bang grenades as the protesters were busy wrestling with local police. The agents got their captives inside a car and managed to drive away, although not without sustaining a flat tire and smashed back window, and forced to escape through a driveway. Activists certainly let them know they are not welcome in Vermont. 
There are still plenty of questions about how and why this raid was carried out. Did the agents ever really spot Mr. Corona-Sanchez? Latest reports indicate that the fugitive car was actually driven by a teenager who was ditching school and who managed to get away. Corona-Sanchez was certainly not inside the house that agents laid siege to. 
The raid itself was denounced by state and local politicians. State legislature representatives showed up at the protest. The governor and federal Congressmen, including Bernie Sanders, issued statements decrying the raid, the way it was carried out, and defending the people’s right to peacefully protest. But the bulk of the protest work was carried on by Migrant Justice and other activist groups who mobilized working class men and women to put their bodies on the line. 
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