World-Outlook on October 7th
World-Outlook.com is a leftist website affiliated with the online journal Links. It produces new articles every day and reprints from a variety of sources. I found their analysis of the October 7th attack to be interesting. It was produced by the editors of the website and put forward a timely critique of Hamas. It is to be found at
“On the character of the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas”, by World-Outlook.com on Dec. 23, 2023. World-Outlook: Online Political Analysis & Interpretation of Events.
 https://world-outlook.com/2023/12/23/on-the-character-of-the-oct-7-attack-by-hamas/
The article was written in response to readers who wrote in saying they thought the Hamas attack of Oct. 7 paled in comparison to the terrible atrocities being wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and so it was wrong to condemn the Hamas attack. The editors’ reply is: Yes, the Israeli atrocities are much more extensive; and we have opposed the Israeli murderous response from the beginning; but that does not lessen the atrocities committed by Hamas forces on Oct. 7; we have called the Hamas actions on Oct. 7 “gruesome” and will continue to do so. 
The editors elaborate on this theme with some useful explanations. For one, they reply to the argument sometimes heard from pro-Palestinian activists who insist that “the oppressed have the right to rebel.” They deal with this argument by agreeing with it – Yes, absolutely, the oppressed have the right to fight against their oppression. But that doesn’t mean “anything goes.” The Hamas fighters who attacked unarmed civilians did more harm to the Palestinian cause than good, by tainting the Palestinian struggle as the actions of barbarians. This drives people away from supporting it and bolsters the right wing of Israeli politics. 
The editors describe the Hamas attitude toward Israelis as “they’re all settlers; there’s no distinction between civilians and military.” Their answer is: ridiculous. You can’t treat grandmothers and babies the same as uniformed soldiers. They condemn the indiscriminate killings and hostage-taking on Oct. 7. 
Some pro-Palestinian activists, like Norm Finkelstein, compare the Oct. 7 attack to a prison break. Shouldn’t we sympathize with those frustrated inmates who have been locked up in the world’s largest open-air prison all their lives? Yes, but sympathy has its limits. We don’t sympathize with prisoners who escape prison and then go on a crime spree, murdering old ladies. 
One of their main arguments is the point that the raid was a tactical and strategic disaster. That would seem obvious to everyone, as it resulted in the death of tens of thousands of Palestinians and the destruction of Gaza’s infrastructure. But some still persist in calling it a great victory, that put the Palestinians in the center of world discussions. But it was a crazy, suicidal way to do it. Hamas leaders knew what the Israeli response would be. Israel had carried out numerous murderous attacks on Gaza the last 20 years in response to much less serious acts by Hamas. Hamas leaders bragged about their preparations, of having tunnels built for their fighters. But how about bomb shelters for their civilians? Or, if you’re going to expose your populace to Israeli bombs, how about some anti-aircraft weaponry? If Iran can supply them with some rockets, how about getting Iran to supply some anti-aircraft missiles? And if these aren’t available, why go ahead with an attack that you know will lead to a murderous response? 
The fact that they went ahead, knowing the result, shows the anti-working class attitude of the Hamas leaders. They celebrate the number of martyrs as a great victory. Much more could be said about this, that Hamas tactics reflect their basic politics, their sectarianism and uncaring attitude to the masses. Hamas leaders were more interested in grabbing the spotlight for themselves than in the effect of their actions on the masses. 
This article misses the point of ridiculing Hamas’ excuse, that it must have been Palestinian civilians that did the gruesome things. Hamas leaders in Qatar issued a statement saying things were chaotic and that unknown Palestinians came across the border and acted anarchically. But if so, why didn’t they control those Palestinian civilians? But secondly, it’s ridiculous, a blatant lie; the raid was organized secretly, so how could hordes of murderous civilians suddenly get organized? Thirdly, it shows Hamas’ concern with their reputation, their own sectarian standing in the world. Go ahead and blame Palestinian workers, why not? Let them take the blame; we only care about the reputation of our own forces. The whole thing is reminiscent of the way the Israeli government always shifts the blame to civilian settlers when some atrocity occurs. It wasn’t us, they say. It wasn’t the official military that did anything bad! It was some nameless, faceless settlers who will be impossible to trace. This kind of crap shows Hamas in the worst light, as copying the rotten methods of the Israeli government. 
Despite some shortcomings, all in all, the World-Press article makes a good, cogent reply to some activists’ temptation to extend sympathy for the Palestinians to support for Hamas’ Oct. 7 atrocities.  



