Editor, Detroit Free Press
Dear Editor:
Mitch Albom’s screed against the recent student protests (“Let’s be clear on what those campus protests are really about”, May 5) is a malicious attack on young people exercising their rights of democratic debate. Albom is outraged that anyone would dare to question the sanctity of the state of Israel. He insists that anyone who questions Israel must be antisemitic. But that’s the whole point of the student protests, to separate the two things, Zionism and Judaism. Not every Jew is a Zionist bent on destroying the Palestinian people. Largely Jewish organizations like Jewish Voice for Peace, If Not Now, Not In Our Name, and Students for Justice in Palestine have thousands of members, and they have played an important role in igniting the student movement. Opposing the state of Israel and its apartheid policies does not make one an antisemite. 
Albom throws every bit of mud he can come up with at the students. He raises the old canard of “outside agitators.” But why denounce a nationwide movement with thousands of students involved because of a few off-campus participants? And what’s so terrible about some non-students coming onto campus to find out about the protests, to question the students and exchange views with them ? Isn’t that what democratic debate should be encouraging? 
Albom insists on the wonderful thing about having a Jewish state and says other religions also have their own countries. I for one am glad I don’t live in such a country, like Iran, where religious leaders impose their own peculiar ideas of morality on the populace. It’s nothing for Jewish people to celebrate that they have their own state founded on the basis of excluding others. The separation of church and state is a modern idea that the Zionist leaders have never embraced, but Albom is wrong to praise them for that. 
How was that state founded in the first place? By the Nakba, by driving out 700,000 Palestinians to ensure that the state of Israel would remain ethnically pure. And today the Israeli leaders are pursuing similar policies, surrounding and driving out Palestinians from the West Bank and murdering tens of thousands in Gaza. Albom ignores all that. 
He’s more concerned with some bad actors inside the student movement. He describes a few examples of supposed antisemitic words and actions that took place at student encampments. Given the prejudices of journalists like Albom, I have my doubt whether these reports were even accurate. But even if so, try to grow up, Mitch, and report things accurately. A movement of thousands protesting genocide is the story of the day, not a few mistaken words. 
This doesn’t mean everything said and done by the student protests is perfect. Yes, some support for Hamas is sometimes voiced. And the leaders of Hamas, like those of Israel, are intent on imposing a single religion and ethnic homogeneity on the people of Palestine. But demanding an ethnically pure Jewish state is not the answer to Hamas. 

Carl Peters


